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EXECUTIVE!DIRECTOR
AND!BOARD!PRESIDENT

OPENING!REMARKS!FROM!OUR

Sara Coffou, 
Board President

It’s been an amazing year for Third Coast Percussion. The ensemble is back on the 
road, performing live the many works created over the past few years and teaching in 
person once again. The music industry recognized TCP’s artistic achievements with 

more GRAMMY® nominations. And next year is proving to be even more exciting with 
terrific projects lined up, the performance and teaching calendar filled, and a night at 

Carnegie Hall. Thank you to all who have been a part of the TCP family.
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David Skidmore, 
Executive Director

It takes a lot of optimism to start a professional percussion ensemble. 
There are certainly easier things to do.

One has to have instruments, a rehearsal space, talented performers who can also shoulder 
the logistical burdens inherent to our cra!. Most folks have never heard the music we play, 

so we are forever introducing audiences to the new, the unheard of, the unexpected.

But that optimism hasn’t le! us, and when the world shut down just over two years ago, we didn’t 
want to wait to see what would come next. We wanted to continue to create thoughtful, emotional, 
meaningful sonic experiences to li! spirits while the world is at its most terrifying, and to welcome 

audiences back into the concert hall when they were ready.

This past year has seen the fruits of that optimism. We premiered seven new works, 
performed over two dozen live shows while still offering digital presentations for those who 

needed them, released our best album yet, Perspectives, and even crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean for a European performance: our sold-out debut at the Paris Philharmonie.

Extraordinary challenges still lie ahead—and not just for the performing arts. But each person 
who is moved by a TCP performance, or comes away thinking about the world just a li#le bit 
more broadly, shares in the optimism that frames our work. And I’m willing to bet that a bit of 

that optimism stays with them a!er they leave the concert hall.
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Perspectives album 
art by Sonnenzimmer

YEAR!IN!REVIEW
Throughout the 2021-2022 season, Third Coast Percussion continued to produce high-
quality online content while returning to a robust touring schedule. In the digital realm, 
TCP made its Library of Congress debut, which included the world premiere of a new, 
multimedia work called The threshold we cross with closed eyes by Gemma Peacocke. 
TCP was also invited to create an exclusive set of video performances celebrating the 
85th birthday of American icon Philip Glass. Partnerships with institutions such as the 
Chicago Humanities Festival, Beaches Fine Arts Series, George Mason University, 
and Performance Santa Fe allowed the ensemble to deliver its performance and 
education programming to audiences near and far.

Third Coast Percussion’s return to touring brought the ensemble to new and familiar 
stages. The season kicked off with a sold out Philharmonie de Paris debut, featuring the 
world premiere of TCP’s complete arrangements of Philip Glass’s Aguas da Amazonia. 
Dynamic movement artists Cameron Murphy and Quentin Robinson joined TCP for a 
six city, coast-to-coast tour of Metamorphosis, featuring choreography by Lil Buck and 
Jon Boogz of Movement Art Is. A special invitation by collaborator Devonté Hynes 
took TCP to the Brooklyn Academy of Music for its first NYC performance since 2019. 
It was especially thrilling to begin sharing live performances of iconic film composer 
Danny Elfman’s Percussion Quartet with audiences across the country.

A renewed commitment to the ensemble’s hometown of Chicago resulted in a joyful 
Perspectives album release celebration at DePaul University School of Music's 
Holtschneider Performance Center. Louis Harris of Third Coast Review noted that 
“Third Coast Percussion delivered excellence” throughout its much-anticipated 
return to the local stage. Additional Chicagoland performances included appearances 
in Elgin and Oak Park, and at Constellation for TCP’s annual Currents concert.

LIVESTREAMS!&!LIVE!PERFORMANCES
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CONCERTS
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$#%&&&'
AUDIENCE

Performing Metamorphosis at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with 
movement artists Cameron Murphy 
and Quentin Robinson.

Performing works by student 
composers at TCP's alma mater, 
Northwestern University.

TCP shared a performance with 
collaborator Devonté Hynes at 

Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
Photo by Edwina Hay.

Performing works by student 
composers at TCP's alma mater, 

Northwestern University.
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REACHED!$&%()*!
STUDENTS!ACROSS!

THE!COUNTRY

Performing for students at 
the University of Maryland.
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Based on the great success of its online educational activities during the previous season, TCP transformed two of its 
educational concert programs into a high-quality virtual format, for educators to use in asynchronous learning environments. 
The ensemble created a six-part video series called WAVES that teaches students about the science behind sound 
through app-based technology and interaction with repertoire by Devonté Hynes and Jlin. TCP’s flagship education concert 
program Think Outside the Drum also received a makeover with new capture in HD video for virtual presentations and 
the addition of newly commissioned repertoire by female composers, for both online and in-person engagements.

The ensemble was also thrilled to return to working with students in person when it was safe to do so. TCP completed its 
third year as Ensemble-In-Residence at Denison University, interacting with students and faculty from several academic 
disciplines during three separate weeks throughout the school year. Remaining invested in music education in Chicago, 
TCP continued its “Embark” program in cooperation with The People’s Music School (TPMS), working closely with TPMS’s 
high school percussionists throughout the fall semester. The term culminated in a side-by-side performance with TCP and 
TPMS students, which was professionally recorded in TCP’s rehearsal studio. 

In the winter, TCP returned to its members' alma mater, Northwestern University, for a ten-week residency with the 
composition and percussion departments. The ensemble also engaged with student composers from across the U.S. 
through both virtual and in-person workshops, premiering and recording over 45 student works from institutions such as 
Denison University, Northwestern University, University of Illinois-Chicago, and West Chester University.  While on tour, 
TCP presented a variety of K-12 performances, percussion master classes, entrepreneurship workshops, and community 
engagement performances on the campuses and surrounding communities of Kent State Tuscarawas, Lawrence University, 
University of Minnesota, University of Texas-Austin, University of Washington, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, and 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

EDUCATIONAL!PROGRAMS
INSPIRING!THROUGH!CREATIVITY!&!COLLABORATION

7Annual Report 2021-22



André Dowell,
Co-chair of DEI Committee

We have always felt that the music that Third Coast Percussion makes appeals 
across the boundaries of race, gender, ability, sexual orientation, or ethnicity. 
Curious listeners and music creators can come from any background.

Two years ago, TCP embodied our commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion 
for the first time in a concrete goal: to have our programming reflect the 
demographics of the United States (50% non-male, 40% ALAANA). This past 
season, for the first time, TCP's programming reflected these stated goals.

• 2021-22 concert season: 65% ALAANA*, 50% non-male
• 2020-21 concert season: 46% ALAANA, 32% non-male
• 2019-20 concert season: 17% ALAANA, 15% non-male

DIVERSITY%!EQUITY%!
&!INCLUSION
UNIFIED!IN!OUR!CREATIVITY!&!CURIOSITY

*ALAANA stands for African, Latinx, 
Asian, Arab, and Native American 
individuals and communities.
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Performing Metamorphosis at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

with movement artists Cameron 
Murphy and Quentin Robinson. 

TCP with Suzanne Kite, 
Santee Wi!, and family.

We're excited to have shared the stage this season with two brilliant artists, Quentin Robinson 
and Cameron Murphy, who bring a very personal story via a historically Black artform (U.S. street 
dancing styles of jookin' and popping) to our collaborative show Metamorphosis. This show 
toured to 6 venues in 5 states, and will be the program that brings TCP its Carnegie Hall debut this 
coming January. This year, TCP also collaborated with Lakota music creators Suzanne Kite and 
Santee Wi+ on a new work, Wógligleya (Tȟuŋkášila Čečiyelo), which saw TCP sharing the stage 
with American Indian artists for the first time. Both of these projects, in addition to many others 
with a diverse range of collaborators, continue to bring exciting and unexpected experiences to 
audiences and students around the world.

TCP has also begun an organization-wide survey of our DEI practices, se#ing specific goals 
towards advancing these values in each aspect of our organization at the board commi#ee level: 
finances, development, human resources, board governance, and marketing.
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FINANCIAL!SUMMARY
With the gradual return to live performance over the course of the 2021-22 season, TCP's revenue from in-person 
engagements rebounded, though not fully to pre-pandemic levels, and the organization continued to supplement with 
online engagements. While some donors dialed back their giving slightly a!er the tremendous outpouring of support 
earlier in the pandemic, individual giving remains at much higher levels than a few years ago, a testament to the 
generosity and enthusiasm of TCP's donors. Relief funds from the government helped to keep TCP on strong footing 
throughout this year as well, while we continue to navigate an unpredictable landscape.

These multiple revenue streams and continued organizational adaptation have allowed TCP to continue full-steam 
with new artistic projects and to feed the momentum in its live performance calendar. TCP's expenses for FY22 reflect 
this energy, with a significant increase in expenditures for recording, composer commissions, guest artist fees, and of 
course, travel expenses. We're thrilled to be creating new work and bringing the programs developed over the last few 
years to audiences in Chicago and around the country once more, and glad to have the additional medium of online 
performance as an additional way to reach music lovers everywhere.

In-Person Engagements

Other Earned

Individual Giving

Online Engagements

Foundation / Government / Other

COVID relief (PPP Loan)

Legend

MOVING!IN!THE!RIGHT!DIRECTION
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Hosting the livestream event 
"Inside the Composer's 

Studio" with Jlin

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

100,000
Salaries and Benefits Touring and Travel Commissions, Guest Artists,

Recording, Instruments, Other
Marketing Administration

2020 2021 2022

Expenses
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Third Coast Percussion’s 2022-2023 season marks a return to a full season of live performances at home 
and on the road, including the ensemble’s much-anticipated Carnegie Hall debut on January 20, 2023. This 
special presentation of Metamorphosis in Zankel Hall will be performed in-the-round for a truly immersive 
experience. Behind the scenes, Third Coast Percussion has never stopped pursuing creative collaborations 
that will expand percussion ensemble repertoire in exciting new directions. Three compelling new works 
are slated to receive premieres as part of TCP’s 2022-2023 season. Gauntlet by Stanford-based Mark 
Applebaum is a wildly creative new work that transforms hundreds of tiny everyday objects into the sonic 
backdrop for a grand procession by the performers. Missy Mazzoli, named 2021 Composer of the Year 
by Musical America, has put the final touches on her piece for TCP entitled Millennium Canticles. This 
dramatic multi-movement work imagines the musicians as a post-apocalyptic group of survivors who struggle 
to remember the rituals and stories that once made them human. The TCP ensemble is also excited to be 
co-composing a new work focused on themes of meditation and wellness.

In 2023-2024, TCP will unveil Musica Poetica by Carlos Carrillo, a six-movement suite inspired by works of 
poetry that combine the colorful sounds of percussion ensemble with strings and woodwinds. Acclaimed 
composer/performer Clarice Assad is composing PLAY! a new concerto for herself and Third Coast 
Percussion to perform as soloists with orchestra. The piece is a sonic exploration of the concept of play in 
its many forms, and will include games, toys, theater, virtuosity, and a heartfelt emotional underpinning.

Plans for future commissions are already underway with an exciting range of collaborators including Tigran 
Hamasyan, David Longstreth, Anna Meredith, and Hans Thomalla. 

Mark 
Applebaum

Carlos Carrillo

Clarice 
Assad

Missy Mazzoli

UPCOMING!PROJECTS
A!FULL!SEASON!OF!LIVE!PERFORMANCES
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At the GRAMMY® Awards 
in Las Vegas with Sérgio 

and Clarice Assad.

Recording session with 
Flutronix at Chicago 
Recording Company.  

Performing at Chamber 
Music on the Fox, Elgin, IL.
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Third Coast Percussion is a GRAMMY® Award-winning Chicago-based percussion quartet and 
GRAMMY®-nominated composer collective. For over fi!een years, the ensemble has created exciting 

and unexpected performances that constantly redefine the classical music experience. The ensemble has 
been praised for “commandingly elegant” (New York Times) performances, the “rare power” (Washington 
Post) of their recordings, and “an inspirational sense of fun and curiosity” (Minnesota Star Tribune). Third 
Coast Percussion maintains a busy tour schedule, with past performances in thirty-eight of the fi!y states 

and Washington, DC, plus international tour dates across four continents.

MEET

OUR!TEAM

Third Coast Percussion is a thriving not-for-profit arts organization based in the great city of Chicago. 
With a robust mission to inspire and educate through the creation of exciting and unexpected musical 

experiences, TCP’s full-time staff of three works year-round to further the organization’s ambitious goals.

Sean Connors
Technical Director

Robert Dillon
Development Director

Reba Cafarelli, 
Managing Director

Peter Martin
Finance Director

Colin Campbell, 
Production Manager

David Skidmore
Executive Director

Rebecca McDaniel, 
Marketing and 

Development Manager
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MEET THE 

BOARD!OF!
DIRECTORS

Sara Coffou, Board President
President (retired), Coffou Partners, Inc.

Beth I. Davis, Board Vice President
Senior Vice President of Real Estate 

(retired), Spencer Stuart

Mary Woolever, Board Secretary 
Art and Architecture Archivist (retired), 

Art Institute of Chicago

Daniel Knaus, Board Treasurer 
Vice President of 

Corporate Development, 
Highline A!ermarket LLC

Jim Barasa, Managing Director, CIBC 
Private Wealth Management

Teddy Boys, Principal Consultant, 
Jerit/Boys Inc.

Friedrich Burian, Board of Directors, 
Arts Club of Chicago; Senior V.P., 

Corporate Risk Management, Northern 
Trust Company of Chicago (retired)

Julio Desir, Jr. , Executive Vice President 
and Executive Creative Director, Doner

Robert Dillon, Ensemble Member 
and Development Director, 

Third Coast Percussion

André Dowell, Chief of Artist 
Engagement, Sphinx Organization

Jamie Jung, Owner, Provence 
Consulting LLC

Leslie Larson Maheras, Artistic Advisor 
for the Performing and Visual Arts; 
Chairman, Friend of Met Live Arts, 

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Sidney Robinson, Emeritus Professor: 
University of Illinois at Chicago and School 

of Architecture at Taliesin

Louise K. Smith, Management 
Consultant

Catharine Fox Walby, Director of 
Development, Illinois Philharmonic 

Orchestra; Founder, Assai Arts 
Management

Ethelbert Williams, 
Head of eCommerce, US Customer 
Development, Johnson & Johnson 

Consumer Health
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As a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation, Third Coast Percussion is dedicated to expanding and enriching the 

cultural landscape of Chicago and communities across the country. Your support goes directly to the creation 

and presentation of new works, and to teaching the next generation of musicians and music advocates.

$50,000 and above
• The Maxine & Stuart Frankel Foundation

$30,000–$49,999
• The MacArthur Funds for Arts and Culture at Prince

$20,000–$29,999
• The Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

• Chamber Music America

• Louise K. Smith

$10,000–$19,999
• Anonymous

• The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

• The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation

• The Illinois Arts Council Agency

• Jana French and Peter Gotsch

• Lori Julian for the Julian Family Foundation

• Sidney K. Robinson

DONOR!LIST
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$5,000 – $9,999
• Anonymous

• The Amphion Foundation, Inc.

• The Robert & Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc

• John Bierbusse

• Susan and Friedrich Burian

• Jim and Sara Coffou

• The Aaron Copland Fund for Music Performing 

Ensembles Program

$1,000–$4,999
• The Alice M. Ditson Fund of Columbia University

• BMI Foundation, Inc.

• AbbVie Employee Giving Campaign

• James Barasa

• Marcia J. Baylin

• Teddy Dean Boys

• Darwin Corrin

• Toni Cooley

• Julio Desir, Jr.

• Ben, Dena, Leah, and Hayden Dillon

• The John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

• Judith Hoberman and Dominic Kinsley

• Beth I. Davis

• The DEW Foundation

• Leslie Maheras

• The Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation

• Bruce Oltman and Bonnie McGrath

• The Sargent Family Foundation

• Elizabeth and Justus Schlichting

• Mary and Michael Woolever

• Russ Irwin

• Jamie Jung

• Jennifer Kim-Matsuzawa

• Daniel Knaus

• Jeanne LaDuke

• Samir and Emily Mayekar

• John McCartney

• Lynne & Ralph Schatz

• Donnie and Kathy Skidmore

• Catharine Fox Walby

• Ethelbert Williams

“YOUR!SUPPORT!MAKES!OUR!WORK!
POSSIBLE-!THANK!YOU!TO!ALL!OUR!

GENEROUS!DONORS!”
THIRD$COAST$PERCUSSION
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DONOR!LIST!"CONTINUED#

$200–$999
• Anonymous

• Sally and Vince Anderson

• Dr. Mark Stephen Applebaum and 

 Ms. Joan Susan Friedman

• Anna Ashcra! and Warren Johnson

• Ellen Baras

• Kate Bensen

• Rhea Bouman and Glenn Prestwich

• Zachary and Nicole Bowers

• Jeffrey Brenner

• Nancy and James Campbell

• Casey Collins

• Sheila Connors

• Catherine Cooper

• Dianne and Rowland Davis

• Sharon and Stephen Dillon

• André and Doris Dowell

• Adam Dubin

• Charlo#e Durot

• Robert Echols and Paul Drolet

• Paul and Susan Freehling

• Stephanie and Daniel Heffner

• Sandra Garber

• Jim Ginsburg and Patrice Michaels

• Russel and Sheila Haak

• Meyer and Raena Hammerman Foundation

• Debra Hammond and Jack Spicer

• Jason Hanggi

• Joyce Idema

• Kathryn and Bruce Johnson

• Martha M. Johnson

• Jamie Jordan

• Nancy Juda and Jens Brasch

• Polly and John Jutsum

• Charles L. Katzenmeyer

• Diana King

• Peter Kuntz and Lori Kleinerman

• David G. Lang

• Elisabeth A. Lavery

• Samuel Lien

• John Lucas and Erin Martin

• Paula Mantei

• Carrie Martin

• Linda Martin

• Sean McCain

• Mary McCartney

• Sandra McNaughton

• David E. Miller

• Marc Miller and Chris Horsman

• Dianne Mooney

• Frank Morales

• Penny and Bill Obenshain

• Chris Rasmussen and Amy Strong

• Bonnie and Bill Rudner

• Karla Scherer

• Maryellen Schwartz

• Mary Shea

• John Skidmore

• Marge and Larry Sondler

• Donna Spivey

• Carol Stukey

• Anna M. and Douglass J. Thompson

• Mark and Marcy Ungar

• Peter & Pooja Vukosavich
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• Albert R. Walavich

• Dennis and Anne Wentz

• Dan and Julie Wheeler

• Iris Witkowski

• Randi and Steve Wine

• Susan and Nicholas Yasillo

• Lawrence Zbikowski

$1–$199
• Anonymous

• Susan Adams

• Josh Aldorisio

• Eve Ant

• Dorothy Barthold

• Mary Jo Barton

• Bre# Baxter

• Olivia Beaty

• John R. Beck

• Michele Becker

• Tom Benko

• Estelle Berger

• Gregory Beyer

• Darian and Brian Bilski

• Ryan Boehme

• Joshua Bokor

• Cory Bonn

• Riley Brennan

• Morgan Brennan

• Martin Bresnick and Lisa Moore

• Jay Brockman

• Kevin Brown

• Nancy Bush

• Michael J. Burri#

• Reba and Bob Cafarelli

• Michelle Campbell

• Omar and Nicole Carmenates

• Hope Carr

• Camille Cintrón Devlin

• Justin Cooper
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DONOR!LIST!"CONTINUED#

$1–$199
• John Corkill

• Dwight Corrin

• Carolyn Crocker

• Marta Crowe

• Amy Davis

• Susan Deaver

• Suzanne Denison

• Lia DeRoin

• Harvey Dessler

• Micah Detweiler

• Nimish Dixit

• Bernard J. and Sally Dobroski

• Victoria Dorgan

• Ruthanne Doetzer

• Mark Eden

• Ian Erickson

• Kevin Erickson and Liz Pesnel

• Anatolia Evarkiou-Kaku

• Bil Faust

• Ian Fielding

• Davida Finkle

• Kyle Flens

• David Flood

• Jane Folinsbee

• Joshua Gitelson

• Tim Gognat

• Judith Greenwald

• Audrey Guzik

• Benjamin Hagen

• Andy Hampton

• Deirdre Harrison

• Frances Henkel

• Jane Heron

• Brandon Hollihan

• Brian Hong

• Jim and Nancy Hopp

• Judith Hultzen

• Marcia Hustad

• Robyn Jacob

• Helen Jameson and Eric 

Bremer

• Kathryn Ann Johnson

• Kathryn and Bruce Johnson

• Christopher Jones

• Patricia Joseph

• Victoria A Jung

• Joan Kaloustian

• Jordan Kamps

• Nyokabi Kariũki

• Kevin Kastrup

• Randall Kelso

• Jim Keuler

• Elisabeth Kinsley

• Peter Kortes

• Gabriela Kulka-Stajewska

• Alexis Lamb

• John W Lamb

• Debra Lane

• Shoshana Leibovitz

• Kimberly and Greg LeMond

• Eric Leonardson

• Rika Lesser

• Thomas Levine

• Jesse Lewis

• David and Kathryn Levy

• Desiree Long

• Jordan Luloff

• Paul Lurie

• Mary Mackay

• Marty and Marylisa Manning

• Betsy Martens

• Mary K. Martin

• Eduardo Martinez

• Alyssa H. Martinez

• Elaine Martone

• Emily May Anderson

• The Mayekar Family

• Charles McCartney

• Barbara McCartney

• Marjorie McCartney

• Madeleine McCartney

• Samuel McCartney

• Ellen I. McGrew

• Sonja Mes

• Pat Mikos

• David Mitchell

• Don Mitchell

• Michael Moore

• Nadine Nakanishi and Nick 

Butcher

• Jacqueline Neiman

• Tomas Neiman

• Ben Nethery

• Susan Noel

• Min Park

• James Pa#erson
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• Alison Paul

• Charlie Peck

• Damien M. Peraino

• Bethany Pereboom

• Nick Photinos

• Jay Pike

• Katherine Pimentel

• John Pippen

• Karen and Jim Prieur

• Shulamit Ran

• Elina Razdobarina

• Jane Rehm

• Russell Rolen

• Richard Romero

• Patrick Roulet

• Ann Ruesy

• Chris Santillo

• David Sands

• Ronald Schneider

• Thomas Seisser

• Sherry Shadday

• Austin Shoupe

• Margaret and Bruce Sisko

• Millie Skidmore

• Lawrence Stanley and Hope 

Carr

• Jude Stewart and Seth 

Brodsky

• Karolyn Stonefelt

• Slade Stone

• Nancy Snyder

• Sara Stern

• Kathleen Stoch

• Cindy Swihart

• Stephen and Barbara 

Syverud

• Raychel Taylor

• Raymond Tidrow

• Paul To!ness

• Rebecca Tumbarello

• Charles Twichell and Kris 

Torkelson

• Lucas Unruh

• Joanne Vena and Rick 

Graham

• Connor Viets

• Nick Vrabel

• Nicholas Weingarten

• Tad Whitin

• Todd Wiener

• Kathleen and Steve Wilson

• Ayanna Woods

• Christine Worth

• Oliver Xu

• Gloria Yehilevsky

• Roger Zahab

• Amazon Smile

• Starbucks Coffee Employee 

Giving Program
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Performing at Chamber Music 
on the Fox, Elgin, IL.
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OUR!MISSION

 • Highest standard of excellence
 • Curiosity and experimentation
 • Responsibility and stewardship
 • Collaboration
 • Equity, diversity and inclusion
 • Kindness and respect

OUR!VALUES

The mission of Third Coast Percussion is to inspire 
and educate through the creation of exciting and 

unexpected musical experiences.

OUR!VISION
A worldwide  

audience that embraces 
creativity, curiosity,  

and community  
through music.
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Phone: +1 773 234 2712

info@thirdcoastpercussion.com

@ThirdCoastPerc

thirdcoastpercussion

@thirdcoastpercussion

thirdcoastpercussion

4045 North Rockwell, Chicago, Illinois, 60618

CONTACT!INFO

thirdcoastpercussion.com
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